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Diary reconstructs
life of daughter
murdered in Israel

By Anne Marie Weish
THEATER CRITIC

nto the center of the calm, often

sparkling surface of her new play

“Remains,” Seema Sueko tosses
the hard rock of Middle Eastern real
ities. The ripples that extend out-
ward as that rock sinks may touch
you only later, perhaps when you
read a headline like, “Israel at risk of
civil war, Sharon says, amid height-
ened rhetoric against Gaza pullout.”

We live in one world, the play re-

minds us. And the murder of one in-

DATEBOOK

“Remains"”

8 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Sundays, through Oct. 3.

ARK Center for the Performing Arts, 3554
Kettner Blvd.

Midtown

$20, with discounts for groups, seniors,
students and actors.

(619) 342-7395 or tickets@moolelo.net

nocent girl is always one death too
many. Sueko’s powerfully acted, of
ten charming, though occasionally
uneven play, marks the impressive
debut of Mo'olelo Performing Arts
Company, a new theater troupe with
its own artistic and social mission,
The year is 1993, when the vio-
lence in Israel was not so pervasive,
nor as random as the suicide bomb-
ings have made it now. Our regime-
changing Iraq War was only a gleam

in the eyes of the same neoconserva-

tive cabal whose folly has led the U.S.

and its military into the current no-
good-options quagmire.

Back then, despite her mother’s
worries, it was safe enough for an
American Muslim gir] named Laila
Ahmed to study at Tel Aviv Universi-
ty. Sueko herself plays the vivacious
20-year-old student whom we meet
when her bereaved mother, Carol
(Linda Libby), conjures her from the

THEATER REVIEW

A mother’s loss, movingly portrayed

Reading from her daughter's dlary, Carof Ahmed (Linda Libby, left) conjures
Lalla (Seema Sueko, right), who has beef murdered In Israel in the new play,

“Remains.” Roni Galgano [ Union-Tribune

diary the girl kept before she was
found beaten to death.

Like Tony Kushner’s potent, pre-
scient “Homebody/Kabul” (2001),
about a curious British woman mur-
dered in Afghanistan, “Remains”

never solves the mystery of Laila’s
death. Shrewdly, Sueko introduces
many characters — friends, stu-
dents, activists, peace protesters,
feminists, misogynists, terrorists —
who could be responsible.

Siobhan Sullivan
directs with ease as
Libby and Sueko
enact scenes from
the journal.

Siobhan Sullivan, new to San Die-
go, directs with confidence and admi-
rable ease, guiding Libby and Sueko
as they glide smoothly from one
voice into the next as they enact
scenes from the girl’s journal.

A third character, Maggie Mon-
son (Kathryn Venverloh) remains
one-dimensional. She’s a clueless
young representative of a U.S. sena-
tor who learns that Laila had stayed
in a Palestinian home where one son
was Hamasfriendly. So the senator
refuses to get involved.

Sueko draws from many of the re-
sources that made her Old Globe
role as Jennifer Marcus in “The Intel
ligent Design of Jenny Chow” such a
stunner. She conveys the physical
and mental energy of Laila, her spiri-

tual adventurousness, and the alltoo

familiar process by which risk-taking
kids cross the line and put them-
selves in danger.

Libby’s Carol recognizes exactly
those moments as she reads the jour-
nal, often with joyous recognition of
her daughter’s quirks, and just as of-
ten, haltingly in fear. The sudden
catches in Libby’s voice, as if the
wind has been knocked out of her,
make for an intense, beautifully re-
strained performance.

Designers Robert Dahey (set),
Kim Palma (lights), and Paul James
Kruse (sound) visualize the many
moods of this story in the small ARK
space, yet leave room for precious
imagination. A sofa can be an Israeli
disco, or the top of Mount Sinai
where pilgrims, like Mo’olelo’s audi-
ence, may seek “Peace of Mind.”

Playwright: Seema Sueko. Director: Siobhan

]

Sullivan. Set: Robert Dahey. Lighting: Kim Palma. *

Costumes: Megan Faher. Cast: Linda Libby, See-
ma Sueko, and Kathryn Venverloh.

Anne Marie Welsh: (619) 293-1265;
anne-marie.welsh@uniontrib.com




